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A Brief History of Tuan Mong High
School (1906-1994)

WMEPFET 1994 FiE A FE— LA LR FHHT
&

ShER R ZHAE 1906 410 A 1 B AR T4847 52 5, 1913
EWoik (R4 K) 135, 1918 £ 5% 97 5, i, 1924 4+
F 3k K % % (Minto Road) m& i34 % 942, AR BTH R A &K,
ML A 60 L% A, L% 70 FREEHY, ST 5F 0%
RA9F A A2 2000 % 4,
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1) 8t 1 Period of Establishment (1906-1917)

1906 (s =+=%#m*F) :

« REA+TAM—, “WMAIREFEE” EXRE, QAR
28 %,

« LT 4EA7 (Hill Street) 1M 52 T4 ARSE,

ZREAPMNAAZTEZN, AAELFEHRE, BRRERE. K

5 Y B A e I R T TR

- BREARBAEAR SRR, A 248, F4 605,

© EEARFHA. FHRAWDLE, S WFE,

1907 A% =+=4%) :

c WXFWH, KR 6L, FE 146 4,

s FREUFEREKEREZIRAEOER PG, BTFER
“RATH L BRAA 500 4T,

FERE,

“Fruitfulness and Virtue” .
Credit: &2 %

*  On the first day of the tenth lunar month, Tuan Mong School was
established as a Teochew public school by 28 founders.
Classes commenced at rented premises at No 52 Hill Street.
1t is an area well known for its concentration of prominent Teochew merchants
and warehouses.
+ Tan Hoon Chew served as the founding honorary principal, assisted by
2 teachers and an enrolment of 60 students.
Teochew dialect was used as the teaching medium. The school offered five

years Lower Primary and four years Upper Primary education.

A school supervisor was appointed. The teaching staft increased to six,
with student enrolment rising to 146.

+ Wang Daxie, Imperial Commissioner to Britain, presented the school
with a plaque bearing the inscription “Fruitfulness and Virtue” and a

donation of 500 silver dollars.

EELEREREAETASEE
BEEIHNSE, BT FR BT
B BE, FNERERN SRR

Wang Daxie, Imperial Commissioner
to Britain, presented the school with
a plaque bearing the inscription
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BEH 52 SRE:. FRBFRLESLERETF
52 Hill Street: The first batch of graduates and school mates.

1911 (E%=%)
s Hme A 8L, Ak A 18 4,
© RAFVRAE AP F, FH S,

1912 (KA TH)
- AR PR RERE T4, “REFET LLA B

s
3
2

1913:
c FREZFTHIE (SEEAK) 135,
7. 1k B 3, A0 R AT BT AR e,

FE (S7isk) 13 5KRE!
FEhHEEIE,

13 Clarke Quay (The River House):
The 5" batch of graduates.

ER: Rk

+ 'The first cohort of graduates comprised of 8 Upper Primary and 18
Lower Primary students.
* The school system was revised to four years of Lower Primary and three

years of Upper Primary education.
* In line with the education policies of the newly established Republic of

China, the school was renamed in Chinese. The English name remained.

+ The school relocated to 13 Clarke Quay.

The former site is now known as The Riverhouse.




A HH Period of Growth (1917-1941)

1917:
© KR 8L, FA254,
s BRBEHNFELRAESSE, kA 184,

1918:

CEN T (B HRE

o HFBAEA LIE,

« RPAIMZRGGFERGEIE L, RAETR,
s BB LA 6L, LA 18 4,
© BLAR R TA,

< WA E BT R,

]
w -
. o
. E v

-

o B 9T SREWHEL ( BIMHAE,
Teachers' office, 97 Tank Road. BlJf: &%

'The school had 8 teachers and an enrolment of 265 students.
'The fifth cohort of graduates comprised of 5 Upper Primary and 18

Lower Primary students.

'The school moved permanently to its new premises at Tank Road.
Mandarin replaced dialects as the medium of instruction.

A three-day students’ achievement exhibition was held to commemorate
the relocation.

'The sixth cohort of graduates comprised of 6 Upper Primary and 18 15
Lower Primary students.

A school brass band was established.

Prominent Teochew merchants proposed the establishment of a branch

school.

=h D B B
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HEDR, RZHK 335,

The branch school building at 33 Minto Road.

1919:
o FEIRBEIEZ DI SR + The Board of Directors resolved to establish a branch school in the North
« B “EEIRIE” Bridge Road vicinity.
+ The school motto, “¥jJ#i%iE"” (Diligence, Prudence, Honesty,
Integrity), was formally adopted.
1920
s PRAREXRFERREALESNG, BYFHZFRIFZE, + Cai Yuanpei, Minister of Education of the Republic of China, visited the
school and commended its sound administration.
1921:
o 7h RILBURF 46 (FRRIEM ) (192())o * 'The colonial government implemented the School Registration
o H A, Ordinance (1920).
+ 'The school anthem was introduced.
1922:
© 12 AR A2 * 'The Tuan Mong School Alumni Association was established in
December.
1924:
c BRFFEAMDWE, S F, FFEATEHRHF, * 'The main school adopted a four-year Lower Primary and two-year Upper
© TR HEA FER AN 3] 4 X, Primary system, with full-day schooling.
- DB, 1B A 90 AAL + Afternoon Chinese classes were offered to English-stream students.

* The branch school was established, enrolling over 90 students.



S 9 5t

1926:
© KR35 33 5 5 BAE E MR

Y

A
d,

e
X
"

1927:
s BJAM G, BAFAFFHRE,

A

HIRIRR 22 25 BELET.
1928" The 25" Anniversary

Commemorative Publication.
o BORFN L2 4, FAEL 1000 A
(BAZ 600 A A, 94300 AA)

1931:
-« R 25 B AT,

1932:
© T ARRBUT KA 217755 K FAR

5 FIROEEN 7.
School field circa 1930s.

'The branch school building at 33 Minto Road was completed.

The Western calendar was adopted to facilitate students’ enrolment in

higher education.

The combined main and branch schools employed 26 teachers, with a

total enrolment of about 1,000 students.

The 25™ anniversary commemorative publication was published.

Lin Yizhong, Director of Civil Affairs of Guangdong Province, visited the

school.

17
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ERENHBERIIRAR.
School uniform for boys.

1933:

- HERR, FAAEAEMIFAE, KEFOY LK,
o B R, W iRKkERT,

« &RAT (BARR K ESER ) FEEHNY,

1935:

< REINEH Fskm W, R EIE,
© B AT B R AL,

« BRASWF (R 2T,

1936:

« KRR 30 B4, BATRMNA, BHE, FERGELS
(=R) ABEs (AW .

- BR300 A SRR, KEFPAEREBBUFFESERK
MK,

TEENBEREERR.
School uniform for girls.

School uniforms were introduced: white standing-collar for boys, and
white blouses with black skirts for girls.

The school emblem, designed by Tchang Ju Chi, was adopted.

A new sports field was constructed in front of the school on the site of

the former Tank Road railway station.

Detailed guidelines on student discipline were implemented. Student
identity cards were issued.
Students were vaccinated against smallpox.

The Alumni Association periodical, & # , was launched.

The school celebrated its 30" anniversary with a commemorative
ceremony, Sports Day, a three-day students’ achievement exhibition, and
two nights of cultural performances.

A 30" anniversary commemorative publication was published, with
congratulatory messages from Chiang Kai-shek, Chairman of the

Military Affairs Commission of the Republic of China.



FInEimE 12 30 AFEL Mo
The 30" Anniversary Commemorative
Publication.

0+ x

SRl o S

£

Fi L
2
Ee

1937: Lol T g _)
o PRIESGRSN, 2R A EEARFHEA

12 FEH Period of Japanese Occupation
(1941-1945)

HIEatd, B AZEHFIRA2 gy, wEAL+d
Z—,

o 1942 S AE A E, B A,
« 1943 %1 VAB XA E, A BIFHASEF LI,
« 1944 5 -1945 F: TAVILE LHF,

B2 30 AFEFZ =0
Cultural performances to commemorate the
school's 30" Anniversary. BJR: &7%

Mandarin was adopted as the primary medium of instruction, except for

English lessons.

B} &R,
Japanese textbook.
FERETERIEWIE

During the Japanese Occupation, Tuan Mong was one of the 21 schools
ordered by the Japanese military administration to continue operations. The
medium of instruction shifted from Chinese to Japanese, culminating in full

Japanese-language instruction by 1944.



R ORE BR @R BEEE
UL

] zEmEEHRR,
| Morning exercises were

- -~ conducted on the school field.
P — ER: "X

5 22 Period of Revival (1945-1953)

1945
- 10 A 1 8 E&EXLIE,

1946
* TH, »RAR
© BARMIBUF T (AT FHF ) .

1949:
- MEAHRE, BAXPREEFE,

1949-1950:
© MANEREMNES LA RE, ERRARELZ0EE,
FEAE

1951:
C EFAHIRF AP FH

R%Fo

School bus.

The main school resumed classes on 1 October.

'The branch school resumed classes in July.
'The colonial government announced the Ten-Year Education plan for

Singapore.

2 school buses were purchased to serve students across the city areas.

Teochew Poit Ip Huay Kuan acquired 5 additional shophouses at Tank

Road, bringing the total number of school-related properties to nine.

'The Board of Directors resolved to establish a secondary school section.



BLiE A Period of Expansion (1953-1980)

1953:

© RENABERRFREST 5AEF 5

© SRR T AEFANRELR, BEHIE

© BMNMANEREEF Nk, FERIEEEGFTERA
A

1955

KRR AN EMBATHEAT T,

- BRI P, RLEA “BEFET,
- R R, WG RINEIR, FREW,

BLUFREIBENEST,
Ngee Ann Girls' School (1952).

'The Ngee Ann Kongsi took over the management of the school’s assets
and administration.

Female students were transferred to Ngee Ann Girls’ School and started
the year after.

'The Board of Directors of Teochew Poit Ip Huay Kuan resolved to
merge and reconstruct the 9 shophouses at Tank Road into a new

school building.

The Ngee Ann Kongsi carried out the school expansion programme in
three phases.

A secondary section was added. The school was renamed Tuan Mong
High School.

A new school anthem was introduced, with lyrics by Zeng Liichuan and

music by Li Hao.

21
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IHER S ABER R, ! , b LT ‘ SHE—E, PhE=ERlE -
All faculty members (1960). —_—— e | Pre-University (1" batch) and

2 - p :—‘ - ¥ .“. 3 rd
AR T S

1957:
o INEMHEFRR, A BUTIHB PR * 'The school was incorporated into the national education system as a
- BB AEL, government-aided school.
* 'The first cohort of secondary school students graduated.
1958:
s FhHPIR, RA=Z=4% (MF=F, FF=5%5) . *  Pre-university classes were introduced under the 3-3 system, comprising
three years of secondary and three years of pre-university education.
1960:
s F—Eat (ZF4) FAEI5 AL, + 'The first batch of 25 students graduated from the three-year
pre-university programme.
1961 :
o F A ASH T 2000 AL + Student enrolment exceeded 2,000.

s PFBRENREEIMESS.. Tuan Mong High School and Branch teachers, staff and students (1956).




s SRR SR, B SHINKE" .
The new school building, named the
Teochew Building, was officially completed.

1962:
- BEIRITKREER, L4 “HMKE” . * The new school building, named the Teochew Building, was officially
CoPERHAAE = FEE, HTEE) . completed.
* 'The secondary school system was revised to a 4-2 structure, comprising
four years of secondary education and two years of pre-university studies.
1963:
« 5A25 8, REFLEARL, HARKK 20 FAHKE LR, + On 25 May, Ngee Ann College was established, conducting classes in 20

C ORI AL N XU %R R 3R BB 24, classtooms loaned by Tuan Mong,
* The opening ceremony of the college and the completion ceremony of the

Teochew Building were officiated by Education Minister Yong Nyuk Lin.

1966:
s NNFIRETIHBIKAE, *  Female students were re-admitted to the primary section.
- 10 A 1 BEMER 60 A&, FRITENSRIEHL, * Grand celebrations and Sports Day were held on 1 October to mark the 23
> th .
© ORMEHT AR EA L LA ARG AT R AL, imhwammmw "
) . . ) o . . . e students’ achievement exhibition was officiated by Education
CFEREME GFERN) , 2AABBHHREATRIR, . ’ @
Minister Ong Pang Boon. T~
* Students staged the Teochew opera “ 5+ £ K 7, with the leading role J/EL.
played by a future MediaCorp artiste Chen Shu Cheng. &



ZEE, HEIRIREESEHRRS,
Many vyears later, alumni of the Tuan Mong Branch School
still gathered regularly (2018).

1967
o BIR 43 FWHE R, BRI BITAE AAFIE B X E M iE X * The 43-year-old branch school was officially closed following government
M. land acquisition for housing development.

1968

© REFRLHA N 20 AHE, * Ngee Ann College returned the 20 classrooms previously loaned by Tuan Mong,

1971:

s NEHFRTFMAFEPRBENTE, * 'The primary section admitted new students at both the beginning and the

LA 20 F RS FEH, BRALF A, HARRIL middle of the year.

R F AR W IR, AT ST 3, At that time, more than 20 Chinese-medium schools faced excess capacity.
The Ministry of Education allowed these schools to conduct admissions twice a year,
enabling Primary Six students in the second half of the year to focus on English
language studies.

1972:

s WTFRFTEEZHEFTRHEAKE, INFIRFEAAKZFRY, +  Owing to urban redevelopment and changes in education policy,

enrolment in the primary section declined steadily.

s FAIAI, HERE12HA IARNGIEL L PR —, + Established technical classes. Tuan Mong was one of twelve non-

technical secondary schools offering technical subjects.
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Cultural performance to

anniversary.

1976:

« RMERTOAF, HEEHKFIRGARASFREREELHIT

AL,

o BITFARGENARBRBVEL A, IR T0 B ERART,

SERRAR 0 Tk B 3B Mission Accomplished (1980-1994)

1980:
© RBELRRADFHEE, FROFELERER N RESTFR,
© H I8 B EH P RLIEARE B, GG T E XM

1981:

« RMEARTS B, TERREWIESRFITESE,

« TR LA BRI RAI R KAERTHELRS, FERT5 A
FRZHFT,

- FREDEIHEY,

PRI 70 BERZ %0

celebrate the school's 70"

N B,
TARL v

Chai Chong Yii.

The school celebrated its 70™ anniversary, with the opening ceremony
officiated by Senior Minister of State for Education Chai Chong Yii.
A students’ achievement exhibition and two nights of cultural
performances were held, and a 70" Anniversary Commemorative

Publication was issued.

The school enrolled students from English-stream primary schools,
marking its transformation from a traditional Chinese school into a
mixed-stream institution.

The 18" pre-university graduating cohort was the final batch, after which

the pre-university section was officially discontinued.

The school celebrated its 75" anniversary with a calligraphy and painting
exhibition at the National Museum Art Gallery.

Cultural performances were staged at the Victoria Theatre and the
Singapore Conference Hall, and a 75" Anniversary Commemorative
Publication was issued.

New school field was constructed next to the school.

PRATEERZ 70 B4F, HEEHEES
BB SEEKEFRE TR AR,
The school celebrated its 70"
anniversary, with the opening
: ceremony officiated by Senior
i ‘ Minister of State for Education




1983:
CNFAHE XA,

1985:

o IURAS PE, EXURA29 i HoP-Ei@iRAT 19 P, Beikip

#2 15 3,

1986:
© ORI 80 Bk, TR L F A R
© THZANREIRFATHLR,

/j"b
R
=
>

1994:
© TR 88 FHH A

'The primary school section was officially closed.

'The school comprised 5 Chinese-stream classes and 29 English-stream

classes, including 19 normal classes and 15 express classes.

. h . . .
The school marked its 80" anniversary with a grand commemorative
ceremony and a students’ achievement exhibition.

A cultural performance was held at the Victoria Theatre.

* The school accomplished its 88-year education mission.
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The school celebrated its 75" anniversary with a calligraphy
and painting exhibition at the National Museum Art Gallery.
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The school accomplished its 88-year education mission.
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1919: The school motto was formalised as

Diligence, Prudence, Honesty and Integrity.
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MEANING OF OUR SCHOOL MOTTO:

(1) DILIGENCE — To be deligent and consistent in one’s studies.
(2) CAREFULNESS — To be mindful of one's speech and actions,
(3) HONESTY — To cultivate honesty.

(4) UPRIGHT AND JUSTICE — To be righteous and fair.

B School motto, 1931 FEHEERKMWEBESERT,
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o4 Tuan Mong School badge designed by Tchang Ju Chi

T Ao

1933: Our art teacher, Mr Tchang Ju Chi,
designed the school badge.

The lighthouse represents the school, while
its radiance symbolises the education and
guidance provided. The ship represents the
students, journeying through their lives.

The eight stars in the sky stand for the eight

29

Teochew counties in China, reflecting the

founders’ enduring vision.

55 A% Tuan Mong High School
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& School song (1921)
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School song (English version) from 1987 onwards
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When education was not widespread,

graduating from primary school or ‘
) L. Eedlgr (1931 4F) Graduation song (1931)
completing a school year was a significant
milestone. These songs marked both an
ending and a beginning—closing one chapter cil .I} ﬁ EF ﬂ!;( f* % m 4/;
of learning while opening another in life.
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¥\l 42 2] Graduation Souvenir Magazine
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Graduation souvenir magazines capture
the close of a cohort’s journey, and also
connect generations of Tuan Mong alumni
across time. As we revisit past editions, we
encounter different faces and voices, yet
recognise the same youthful spirit and shared
experiences that resonate through the years.
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Phases and Faces: My moments with Ms Han Ah Yew

Leong Sau Hiong Adeline ( 2757 )

No words could describe how happy I was
when I met Ms Han at the appreciation
dinner hosted by the former Alumni
President Simon Goh on 14 May 2022. It
had been more than 40 years since I last met
her. Ms Han had changed with the passage of
time. The once young and stern form teacher
had transformed into a warm and cheerful
senior. We met each other several times at
various school events after that. Through our
brief conversations, I realised that our class
had left little impression on Ms Han. She
could hardly recall any of us in Class Sec 4B
(1977).

Our interview with Ms Han took place
on 23 December 2023, a sunny afternoon.
Together with me were Seah Bee Lan, my
Sec 4B classmate; Tan Kay Chuan, our

editorial team leader; as well as two young
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ladies from ITE who handled the filming
and photography. Welcoming us into her
three-storey house at Jalan Tua Kong with
a sunny smile, Ms Han’s home was filled
with boxes of books and files, a testament to
her rich life experiences. Despite her slower
mobility, Ms Han spoke with full energy like
a young motivational speaker on stage. Her
voice was energetic, and her sharing of life

stories was captivating.

Before joining Tuan Mong High
School

Ms Han was born in Singapore, but she
spent over a decade in Johor Bahru, Malaysia,
from Primary 1 to High School. Back then
in Malaysia, studying Bahasa Kebangsaan

(Malay language) was mandatory, and
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learning Chinese was not a priority. Upon
returning to Singapore, Ms Han felt adrift
in her unfamiliar homeland, lacking friends
and feeling distant from her siblings.
Thankfully, Ms Han had a grandaunt who
supported her to continue her studies, amidst
objections from relatives who believed
that females should not receive too much
education. Graduating from the University
of Singapore with a Bachelor of Arts and
Social Sciences in 1969, Ms Han embarked
on a journey as a Relief Teacher at Yock Eng
High School (Yuying Secondary School),
while concurrently studying for her Diploma
in Education. After completing the course,
Ms Han actively sought a stable job. The
job market was disappointing at that time.
She resorted to taking up a temporary job at

a private school as well as giving tuition to

foreign students. She even took up sewing
lessons to prepare herself for the worst
situation. Ms Han’s willpower grew even

stronger with the tough going.

'The Tuan Mong journey

While waiting for a permanent post from
the Civil Service Department, Ms Han
responded to the newspaper advertisement
from Tuan Mong High School and secured
her first permanent job to teach English as a
second language in the school.

Ms Han shared with us, “This was a
window to the generous Teochew community
leading me to individual growth, the
beginning of an unimaginable journey in
education.” She was geared to contribute
her best in this Chinese-medium school.

Ms Han soon realised that she was like a



Ms Han Ah Yew (left) and the Author at
Heatbeat@Bedok (2024).
Credit: Leong Sau Hiong Adeline

fish out of water - a Chinese but educated
in Malaysia who could hardly understand
Mandarin and Teochew. Although it was
frustrating, Ms Han wanted to change the
linguistic environment between her and her
students towards a positive direction. She
decided to adopt her role without speaking
other languages but only English. This was
scary to her students (including me) as they
had been using Chinese all the time since
they were born and had only one textbook in
English (the rest were all in Chinese) in their
school bags. They could hardly speak English.
Ms Han dealt with the fundamentals by
teaching her students to use simple English
to answer questions and make requests. She
refused to respond to non-English utterances
and spoke only in English.

From a young age, Ms Han possessed an

NRENSEE [115 xMNE]

indomitable spirit within her petite frame.
She was adamant about doing her best
despite facing all the adversities. She was
passionate about helping the less driven
students to aspire to give their best towards
a better future for themselves. She asked
for a form class and wrote its register in
English. Ms Han was bold and impatient.
She cited that in order to print worksheets
for her students timely, she did not wait for
the school staft to do so but cyclostyled the
materials herself. She marked assignments
during staff meetings chaired by the principal
as she did not understand Mandarin and
Teochew. Some of those more senior teachers
found Ms Han living in a world of her own
and nicknamed her ‘Capital E’ for ‘expert’.
Ms Han was creative in trying out

different teaching techniques. She recalled
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that she once took her Secondary One class
of 40 students to Sentosa for an experiential
learning trip which included a cable car ride
to Mount Faber and a hike on foot downhill.
The planned schedule was unrealistic. They
reached the foothill after sunset. Ms Han
eventually had to hire taxis for a few students
as they did not have a direct bus home. After
the excursion, every student had to submit
a composition about the trip. From the
new vocabularies the students used and the
recounts of their happy moments, Ms Han
knew that her hard work paid off.

Being a graduate of Sociology, Ms Han was
eager to instil multi-racial knowledge among
her students who had always focussed on
Chinese culture. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple
was located near Tuan Mong’s premises.

That gave Ms Han a good opportunity to

expand the horizon of her students. She
brought her students to the school balcony
to witness a Thaipusam procession. It was
an eye-opener for most students as they had
never seen a procession with such proximity.
Subsequently, Ms Han shared more stories
with her students about Ramadan, Hari
Raya, Deepavali and Christmas. Although
not all students appreciated such knowledge,
Ms Han believed that it was important
for her students to understand the nature
of Singapore as being multi-racial in
composition, and that it was even more

important for them to respect other cultures.

Beyond Tuan Mong

Ms Han's tenure at Tuan Mong spanned
from 1970 to 1978, interrupted briefly in
1974 by a Colombo Plan Scholarship by the



Ministry of Education to pursue a Diploma
in the Teaching of English as a Second
Language (TESL) at the Victoria University
of Wellington, New Zealand.

Upon her return, Ms Han taught in Tuan
Mong until mid-1978 when she was posted
to the Ministry of Education Headquarters
to assist in transitioning to English as the
medium of instruction for all subjects.
Chinese, Malay and Tamil would remain in
the curriculum to be taught only as Mother
Tongue languages.

While learning this from Ms Han, I was
very emotional. Being affected badly by the
change during my tertiary education, I am
still feeling the pain deep in my heart. Ms
Han said this in her book Phases and Faces,
“I could not be beaten. I was determined

not to be undermined by failure. Instead, it
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strengthened my perseverance to plod on
with the seemingly uphill task.” Looking
back now, I know that Ms Han’s indomitable
spirit was transmitted to me seamlessly and

made me a better person today.

Ms Han and 1

Ms Han was my Secondary 4 form teacher.
My class comprised of many naughty boys
and talkative girls who did not enjoy studying
much. Though Ms Han was very serious
during class, she would occasionally engage
us in small chats, urging us to strive for
success in our GCE ‘O’ Level Examination.
After the exam, our class visited Ms Han’s
home at Katong during the Lunar New Year.
However, our contact with her was lost after
that for over four decades.

During my preparations for the interview,
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100 Ms Han Ah Yew at the Tuan Mong's Century Exhibition
(2023). She was the teacher in charge of the school's
St John Ambulance Brigade.

I discovered that Ms Han was in the process
of writing her autobiography, titled “Phases
and Faces”. 1 was privileged to catch a glimpse
of the draft and was deeply impressed and
inspired by her life stories.

Two months following the interview,
Ms Han invited me out for a catch-up at
Heartbeat@Bedok. We met at a café for
lunch and spent a delightful 4 hours on that
day. Through our conversation, we unearthed
many similar encounters navigating both the
highs and lows of our life journey.

In Ms Han, I found not only a teacher,
but a mentor and friend whose guidance
continues to inspire me to this day. As I bid
farewell to this chapter of our lives, I carry
with me the invaluable lessons learned and

the cherished memories we shared. With

heartfelt gratitude, I know that our paths
will always be intertwined, and I embrace the

tuture with hope and optimism.



A teacher’s life: Mr Samuel Koh’s legacy

Tan Kay Chuan ( ff5¢ %)

I met the former teacher, Mr Koh Yong Teng,
Samuel ( % % & % )7 ) at a Chinese New
Year cultural event hosted by the Tuan Mong
Alumni Association on February 15, 2025.
When I requested an interview to record his
story, he readily agreed, offering an invitation
to visit him at his residence.

On the cool evening of Wednesday, March
19, following a day-long rain, my student
videographer, Jia Jie, and I were warmly
received by Mr Koh and his wife at their
neat, well-organised Summerhill Condo
apartment. We were grateful for their kind
hospitality and the wonderful plate of fresh
fruits they served.

In our interview, Mr Koh vividly
recounted his life’s journey, from a

challenging childhood to his distinguished
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career as a teacher. Born in 1945, a member
of Singapore’s Pioneer Generation, he grew
up with very few resources. He described the
small housing unit at 9 Hong Hin Court
where his family of nine resided and shared
a poignant memory of studying under a
streetlamp for light. Despite these hardships,
he completed his secondary education at St.
Joseph’s Institution and gained admission
to the Teachers’ Training College. In 1965,
he began his career as a full-pension civil
servant, a teacher of English as a Second
Language (EL2) with the Ministry of
Education.

Mr Koh’s teaching career officially began
in 1966 with his first posting to Tuan
Mong High School. As Tuan Mong was

a government-aided school, his posting
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was on a ‘loan’ basis. He holds many fond
memories of his years there. He had no
trouble assimilating into the school’s Chinese
and Teochew culture, as his childhood
neighbourhood was predominantly Teochew-
speaking. The language fostered a strong
sense of cohesion among the staff, and he
tondly recalled speaking in Teochew with
his senior colleague, Madam Chang Keng
Boon ( ¥ % X% )7 ). He also remembered
Madam Tay Hui Eng ( #t & 3% % J§ ), who
earned the nickname “Austin” for her mini
Austin car.

Mr Koh taught English to Secondary 3
and 4 students, noting the classes were named
using the traditional Chinese characters from
‘jia' to ‘geng’ (¥ A T R T J& ). At just 21

years old, he was only a few years older than

his students, who were typically aged between
15 and 18 due to the common practice of
over-age students at the time. He treated
them as equals, like brothers, and forged
strong bonds with them. Instead of relying
on a demerit system, he maintained firm
class rules. When students became rowdy, he
would simply stop teaching until they settled
down, understanding that ‘it was enough’ .
'This approach, built on friendship and trust,
created a cooperative and well-behaved class
environment. He even organised picnics for
his students at Changi beach during school
breaks and earned the trust of their parents.
He recalled a conversation with a Mr Toh,
the owner of Cathay Photo, who asked him
to teach his sons, William (Huiyi) and Eddy
(Yaoyi), to speak good English so they could



take over the family business. Indeed, it’s
a small world — I know the youngest son,
Huayi, who was in the same school band
as me.

To this day, Mr Koh remains in close
contact with more than 50 of his former
Tuan Mong students, most of whom are
now in their 60s and 70s. They often travel
together to places like Hong Kong, China,
Malaysia and Thailand. He showed us a
photograph from a recent trip to Hainan
Island, where one of the student’s brother

owns a restaurant.

A lifelong educator
After a seven-year stint, Mr Koh returned
to a government school at the end of 1972,

continuing his career as an EL2 teacher at
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Hua Yi Government Chinese Middle School
for over two decades. He retired at age 55
in the year 2000, having received his final
promotion in 1996 to Senior Education
Officer, a Division One Civil Servant
position that entitled him and his wife to full
hospitalisation benefits, including a single
room in A-Ward.

A lifelong educator, Mr Koh’s
contributions continued well after his
retirement. In the early 2000s, he taught
English to the public through Chinese
Development Assistance Council (CDAC)
classes at ITE Bukit Merah campus and at
companies like Carrefour, supporting the
National English upgrading programmes —
BEST and WISE. He also maintained his

connection with the Ministry of Education,
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serving as a Liaison Officer for Compulsory
Education for 14 years, from 2001 to 2014.
He proudly shared a newspaper clipping
from December 23, 2013, highlighting his
work and his commitment to understanding
the challenges parents faced in their children’s
education. The article was titled “Going door
to door to get kids to school”, where he was
also known as Mr Samuel Koh.

Mr Koh has witnessed the complete
transformation of education with the advent
of computerisation, digitalisation and
artificial intelligence, acknowledging the
continuous need for teachers to adapt to new
demands. As a veteran educator, he believes
that casual activities like KTV, singing
competitions and leisure excursions would
be greatly appreciated by older teachers and

alumni members.

Special attribute

Mr Koh and his wife have two sons and
four grandchildren. Mr Koh sometimes
helps with ferrying his grandchildren, but
otherwise enjoys the freedom to explore his
own interests and set his own itinerary.

Mr Koh conveyed his profound
appreciation and gratitude to the alumni
association for consistently engaging
teachers through cultural activities and
regular gatherings. He noted that there was
no similar alumni association from Hua Yi
Government Chinese Middle School, so he
lost touch with many colleagues and students
there, despite spending over two decades at

the school. This is why Tuan Mong holds a

particularly special place in his heart.



AN hbuss  UDESTIIRIGERR

Mr Koh Yong Teng Samuel (front row 6" from right) attended the Tuan Mong Alumni gathering at
Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall (2023)
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Our interview was a profound experience,
serving as a valuable lesson in national
education for my student, Jia Jie. As we bade
Mr Koh goodnight at 10 pm, we saluted a
true pioneer—a career teacher who devoted
his life to shaping generations during the

crucial years of Singapore’s nation-building.
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A photo journal of Tuan Mong connection

Mr Koh Yong Teng, Samuel I am Koh Yong Teng, Samuel. Born in
1945, 1 am a member of Singapore’s Pioneer
Generation and served as an MOE teacher
tor EL2 (English as a Second Language)
from 1965 to 2000.

Then, 1966, Age 21 Now, 2026, Age 81

60 years
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My first posting was to Tuan Mong High the classroom and many outdoor activities.

School, where I served on secondment to In 1973, I was posted to Hua Yi
156 a government-aided school. Those first ~ Government Chinese Middle School,
seven years left me with many of my most  where I taught until my retirement in 2000.

memorable moments. I developed wonderful =~ However, my friendships with my Tuan

N &

bonds with my students through our time in ~ Mong students only grew stronger over the
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decades. We have travelled overseas together,
shared many karaoke sessions, and I have
even had the joy of attending their children's
weddings.

Regarding my family, I fondly remember
my childhood home at Hong Hin Court and
still cherish the newspaper cuttings of my

son Martin Koh’s proudest achievements.
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The joys and pains of teaching English as a second language in Tuan Mong High

School

Mdm Han Ah Yew
(Teaching in Tuan Mong from 1970
to mid-1978)

I joined Tuan Mong High School in 1970 as
a fresh graduate teacher of English Language,
geared with a strong determination to make
good of a career in the Education Service.
Having braved the storms of life’s ups and
downs in childhood from the tender young
age of six, I resolved to make good of my
life back home in Singapore. Having been
hurled into unknown surroundings at six
in a faraway land, across the causeway with
an unfamiliar family of my maternal uncle
from a poverty stricken rural Hougang to an
urban milieu of plenty was enough to put me
through hell! To help the young to strive for

a stable future of their own was my mission.

Readily armed with a year’s relief
teaching experience in Yock Eng High
School and specialised training to teach
English As A Second Language (TESL)
in a Chinese-medium secondary school,
the first cultural shock awaiting me was
the Teochew environment where speaking
the Chinese dialect prevailed! I decided to
create an English-speaking relationship
with my students. Singapore was initiating
nationalism in its post-colonial period with
English as the official language, having
declared independence in 1965, I set out to
instil patriotism in our young. Success in my
first permanent job in this government-aided

school was my priority.



Being the first graduate female teacher of
TESL amidst male veteran non-graduate
counterparts was no easy task. Surprisingly,
the two female teachers were very helpful
and friendly. Unfazed, I moved forward.
The sociological background I had at the
university helped me manoeuvre my way
round all social obstacles, believing in myself
in giving my best as my teachers had done
for me in the decade in the English-medium
Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus, Johore
Bahru, Malaysia. I was bilingual in English
and Malay; I felt like a fish out of water in
Tuan Mong: labelled as Orang Cina bukan
Cina (OCBC) meaning Chinese by descent,

yet not illiterate in Chinese. I was a product

mEA WBERE [RER]

of my time in the British colonial era. I grew
up in a highly motivated school environment
amidst competition and cooperation, unity in
diversity.

EL, still unacceptable by Chinese-medium
students, was associated with being a pro-
colonialist. The Chinese-based curriculum
had TESL as a subject and the negative
mental attitude was difficult to erase.
To create an English-speaking teacher-
student relationship, I volunteered to be a
form teacher to anchor my roots with the
students, to enter the only class register in
English with the help of a student to insert
the Chinese names. I taught basic greetings,

requests and explanations which the students
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could use with me. When I discovered the
textbook content was too highbrow, I learnt
the Chinese equivalents and a student was
to read and write them for me. I challenged
my upper secondary students for a three-
month learning period for me to acquire the
essential rudiments of Chinese to show them
that determination knew no boundary. Wrath
from their inertia drove me to persuade them
to change their negative attitude towards the
acquisition of the English language. I spoke
in Chinese for an hour and with that I saw
the optimism in their eyes. Teacher could do
it, why couldn’t I? Of course, on the flip side,
Teacher was clever, they were not. To better

understand the uphill struggle, I studied

French to gain insights into the psychology
of learning a foreign language. The in-service
training on techniques for TESL teachers
was meaningful enough for me to put them
into practice.

It was most difficult to convince them to
pay attention to the learning of English for
a better future. One boy told me off that his
hawker father knew no English but drove a
Mercedes Benz. Fortunately, I was quick to
tell him I also travelled in a chauffeur-driven
Mercedes for 40!

Tuan Mong was very supportive. I once
organised a day trip to Sentosa for a shared
experience for essay writing and a bus was

hired for the event. I took the class to the



A happy moment when Ms Han (first right) had with
the Tuan Mong's colleagues, circa 1970s. Credit: Ms Han

balcony to watch the Thaipusam procession

as a learning process for cultural diversity.

The students admitted that their writing

mEA WBERE [RER]

was always focused on Chinese festivals,
the joy was in instilling knowledge of other
ethnic groups to complement the notion
of nationalism of the period. Some staff
members spoke of the change of students
who approached me conversing in English!
That little success was a slow beginning that
grew with time.

On hindsight, I must have been viewed
as arrogant and bold, doing things my way.
I learnt to work the cyclostyling machine to
print my worksheets which were beyond my
planned schedule and the office attendant
refused to do extras. To create rapport with
my form class, I invited them to my humble

home, with curtains instead of doors to
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rooms, for a home-cooked meal, mingling
socially to maintain a cordial relationship.
Places for them to go were rare then. Once
after a boy was caned for some misdeeds, he
came to me and told me that he had worn
extra underpants to reduce the pain of the
cane! I wrote letters to a few when I was on
a scholarship stint in New Zealand for a year.
Some sent me little plastic toys instead. They
said, Teacher studied overseas ( & 4 ), they
were retained ( 9 3£ )!

A headache was chasing the Pre-U
students to attend lessons. They were students

who had studied in premier schools but did

iron out the misdeed, they were reprimanded
for the misbehaviour to ensure an apology,
besides explaining the rationale for the extra
year.

Being in charge of St John’s Ambulance
Brigade alongside with veteran chief Mr Tan
(% 2 £ % JF ) was a great pleasure, too.
Extremely well-versed in First Aid and his
close rapport with the student members, we
got along pretty well, even though he spoke
Mandarin while I spoke English most of the
time!

The greatest joy was in recent years, when
grateful students I had made a difference to,

came forward to offer gratitude. Simon Goh

% not make the mark to be admitted to the

% two-year Junior College programme. To  Liang Seah took pains to contact me at my



* %

Ms Han Ah Yew was with some participants of the
Philippines Education Tour in Dec 1978.
Credit: Ms Han

residence to the Alumni. Imagine
my receiving the soft-spoken Titus
Chee Seng Lau’s invitation to
his retirement lunch on 24 April
2023! Alex Ea Heng Hwa, the boy
who only scored 60% (a pass) for
English, slept during lessons and
enraged me, could come to my
apartment to carry exercise books
for me to school the next day, even
after I threw a book at him! He
once remarked, “Aren’t you happy,
Teacher? With only English Language in
blue in a sea of red, it’s more striking!” Now
a successful businessman, I connected with

him at the Alumni Appreciation Lunch in
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February 2025.

Connecting with Edmund Er Huan
Choon (1977/78) and Adeline Leong Sau
Hiong to find their life’s stories turned them
into strong individuals was my blessing too.
Hee Koon offered me a diskette of memories
and Alice Tan greeted me with courtesies.
So did Jan, Roger Li. Chow Cher Tong and
Mario Chua graciously chauffeured me to
Alumni events. Jason Yang hosted a lunch. I
met up with Toh Chieh Khiam, Chua Kuan
Teck, James Teo, Wong Changli, Francis
Cheng, Kok Chee Wah and Steven Lim to
share past events in school over a cup of tea.
'There must be more that slipped my memory

with hundreds of names to recall after half
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a century since I taught them. I cannot take
credit for all the students’ development, but
being instrumental, even in a small way, is
good enough. Each has a niche carved in
society. Not everyone will come forward to
share his/her story.

Teaching is a profession, where results are
often not immediate, especially in educating
the young and vulnerable. While some told
me they studied for me, I always reminded
them they studied for themselves, their
educational certificates did not have the
teacher’s name. I was particularly concerned
about the girls who had no future plans for
themselves, advising them to pick up useful
skills like sewing, baking or cooking. Joy is
discovering how they braved their storms

in life, emerging resilient and strong, each

playing their part for themselves and society.
I had enjoyed my time in Tuan Mong
High School, but not without overcoming
challenges of the time.

Unexpectedly, I left Tuan Mong for
a position in the Ministry of Education
headquarters in mid-1978 when the
Education System was revamped to have an
English-medium school curriculum island-
wide with the three ethnic languages as
mandatory Mother-Tongue Languages to

uphold bilingualism.
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Teaching, learning, and a journey beyond the classroom

Ms Wong Lin

My Form Class dancing to Summer Nights from Grease
at Tuan Mong 84" Anniversary Celebrations.
Credit: Ms Wong Lin

1986 - I entered Tuan Mong High School
at 23 years old, young and optimistic, fresh
out of teacher training and brimming with
enthusiasm. Reality arrived quickly—with
a boisterous Sec 5 Normal form class that
brought me firmly down to earth. A 19-year-
old boy towered over me and told me not
to bother him as he came to school to defer
NS and to play basketball with his friends.
Facing rebellious teenagers was humbling,
challenging, and forced me to rethink
everything I thought I knew about teaching
and engagement. Fundamentally, it ingrained
in me that teaching does not equate to
learning. While I needed to complete the
curriculum, I had to focus on sparking

interest and curiosity.

mEAN WxE [5BEF]

Pulling races and cultures under one
roof

‘Through the 6 years in Tuan Mong, I taught
mainly English and English Literature.
Imagine teaching Shakespeare to students
already struggling with English! However, I
did prefer teaching English Literature as the
students could better relate to stories, and
to emotions and human motivations. Texts
such as Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and To Kill
a Mockingbird, opened up conversations far
beyond the classroom.The teenagers could
relate to Romeo and Juliet about forbidden
teenage love especially when I got the groups
to role-play and imagine they were gang
members from 369 gang and Bukit Ho
Swee gang. And I think they relished the

gory scenes and supernatural elements in

189



190

A 52

FIEJN

mEx1E (% BEF]

Macbeth...

One of my fondest memories was
persuading my Sec 5 form class to perform
a dance to the song “Summer Nights” from
Grease. We watched the movie musical
starring John Travolta and Olivia Newton-
John, and then they had so much fun
choreographing the dance, deciding on
the costumes and performing to the whole
school during an anniversary celebration.
What was gratifying was that even the shy
ones participated and the activity bonded
the Malay, the Indian, the Chinese boys and
girls together. That experience taught me that
learning often happens when students are
involved, excited, and connected.

I had a particular soft spot for the Malay
students who had to find their footing in

a school with a deep Chinese heritage. I

hope that, through shared experiences and
friendships, especially through sports, all
students gained tolerance and mutual respect
for each other’s cultures, naturally.

What sustained me were the students’
appreciation and the friendships I formed
with 5 fellow teachers who entered Tuan
Mong on the same day — Ms Francina Jodhi,
Ms Gan Bee Yong, Ms Ho Yew Har, Ms
Jayasree Nair, Ms Mary Bangras. We now
call ourselves “The Sextets” because there are
six of us, not because we are sexy! In the late
80s, we were young, idealistic, and navigating
our early careers together. The older Chinese
teachers were also remarkably generous
and caring towards us, despite having every
reason to feel resentful. A government policy
change meant that all subjects had to be

taught in English instead of Mandarin, and



Ms Wong Lin (extreme left) and "the Sextets"
brought together by Tuan Mong, circa 1980s.
Credit: Ms Wong Lin

these teachers, mainly in their 40s then, had
to adapt almost overnight to teaching in a
language unfamiliar to them. I have immense
respect for their resilience. I certainly don’t
think I could have been able to teach Physics

or History in Mandarin!

Life led me beyond the school gates
Eventually, after some years, life led me
beyond the school gates. Two key factors
made me step into a completely unknown
world. First, while I was teaching others,
I felt I was no longer learning new skills
myself. Second, as a sole breadwinner, I
needed to earn more.

My last day of teaching was on a Friday.
The following Monday, I began work as a

Retail Manager at a telecommunications

mEA WERE [¥ALF]

shop in Parkway Parade - part of a chain
some may remember called The Wywy Shops.
In school, we used cyclostyle machines to
make copies; suddenly, I was scrambling to
sell fax machines and mobile phones, while
managing retail staff to achieve sales targets.
It was a daunting, steep learning curve
indeed, but once you can handle Tuan Mong
kids, you can handle anything!

After a couple of years, I was promoted
to headquarters to manage the entire chain,
overseeing procurement, compliance, staff
engagement, and overall P&L. That role
allowed me to interact widely within the
telecommunications industry and eventually
opened the door to Singtel - my third and
current organisation, where I have now spent

the past 25 years.

191



IR A

iEI CSIEI)|

A JEN-TASTIC ‘

) o=
v/

¥
Chyis
A '

Ms Wong Lin (extreme left) and "the Sextets" brought
together by Tuan Mong years later.
Credit: Ms Wong Lin

Lives touched and bonds that last

In a way, things have come full circle. Today,
part of my portfolio involves organisational
Learning & Development. My teaching
experience at Tuan Mong High School laid
a strong foundation for designing curriculum
materials for adult learning and facilitating
corporate workshops.

Yet beyond the competencies and career
milestones, what I find most gratifying is
meeting former students and having them
still greet me ‘cher’ or ‘Ms Wong’. Some
have even become friends. It amuses me
that a couple of my ex-students are now
my colleagues in Singtel. I am also deeply
thankful that the six of us teachers who
entered Tuan Mong on that same day remain

close to this day, still meeting a few times a

year. Finally, as some are aware, Tuan Mong
was also a place I found love...

That, perhaps, is the enduring legacy of
Tuan Mong High School - not just in years
counted, but in lives touched and bonds that

last.



Forty years in the classroom: From teens to tots

Mrs Jayasree Nair

I first stepped into a classroom in Tuan Mong
High School at Tank Road about 4 decades
ago in 1986. With chalk in hand and nerves
in my stomach, I could not have imagined
the journey that awaited me in my teaching
career. Teaching, I quickly learned, is not just
about delivering lessons. It is about guiding,

shaping, and walking alongside young lives

Sitting from left Mrs Jayasree Nair, Madam Yen Chun
Ling, Ms Gan Bee Yong. Standing from left Ms Ho Yew
Har, Mrs Francina Jodhi, Ms Wong Lin.
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at different stages of their growth. Over the
years, I have been privileged to teach both
teenagers and young children—two very
different worlds, each with its own joys and
challenges. My journey from teaching in
secondary to primary schools has been one of

the most rewarding shifts in my professional

life.

'The secondary school years:

Guiding teenagers

My early teaching years were spent in two
secondary schools, where I taught subject-
based classes and worked closely with
adolescents navigating exams, peer pressures,
and their first steps toward independence.
Teenagers bring with them a mix of energy,
curiosity, and sometimes rebellion. Teaching

them meant not just covering the syllabus
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Mrs Jayasree Nair (2™ right) with ex-Tuan Mong teachers
visited Chinese calligraphy exhibition organised by
Tuan Mong Alumni.

but also being a mentor, motivator, and
sometimes even a quiet counsellor.

Those years taught me the importance of
subject expertise, classroom management,
and the power of building trust with young
adults who are still finding their place in the

world.

The shift: From teens to tots
After about 12 years in secondary schools and
a secondment, I made the shift to primary
teaching—a change that at first felt daunting
but soon became a turning point in my
career. Moving from working with teenagers
to guiding seven to twelve-year-olds was like
stepping into another realm.

In secondary school, my role had been

to prepare students for examinations and

future studies. In primary, my role expanded
to something far deeper: laying the very
foundations of learning. Here, I wasn’t just
teaching subjects, I was teaching children
how to learn, how to play, how to share, and
how to believe in themselves.

I vividly recall my first week with a
Primary 1 class. I had prepared what I
thought was a perfectly structured lesson.
Within ten minutes, half the class was
distracted, one child was crying for his
mother, and another was proudly showing me
the flower she had drawn instead of doing
the worksheet. I had to laugh at myself—this
was no place for stiff lesson plans. Teaching
little ones required imagination, songs, and

endless patience.



Walking beside children with special
needs

One of the most humbling parts of my
journey has been working with children who
have special needs. These students taught me
lessons no textbook ever could.

I remember a boy with autism who found
it hard to sit still or focus during lessons.
Instead of trying to make him “fit” into a
typical routine, I had to learn to adapt my
teaching. Shorter activities, more visual aids,
and gentle encouragement helped along
the way. Slowly, he began to participate in
class activities and at the end of Primary
6, he cleared the PSLE and moved on to a
secondary school. The whole class cheered
and clapped for him on his success, and

the smile on his face made all the effort
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worthwhile.

Another student with Dyslexia once told

me, “Teacher, the letters are dancing again.”

It reminded me that for some children, what
seems simple to others is a mountain to climb.
Together, with our Special Needs Officers
and teachers, we celebrate every small step-
every word read, every sentence written. These

victories feel as big as any exam result.

Forty years of change in education

Looking back, education itself has changed
as much as I have. The blackboard and chalk
of my early career years have given way to
interactive whiteboards, digital devices, and
online platforms. Rote learning has slowly
been replaced by inquiry, exploration, and

student-centered learning.
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There is also a stronger focus today on
inclusion, social-emotional learning, and
character development. As teachers, we are
not just transmitters of knowledge; we are
builders of resilience, empathy, and creativity.
Parental involvement has also grown, and
teaching has become a partnership between

school and home more than ever before.

Looking back with gratitude

Now, when I think about my journey from
teens to tots, I feel grateful. Grateful for the
countless faces that have passed through
my classroom. Grateful for the lessons in
resilience, creativity, and compassion. And
grateful for a career that has been more than
a profession—it has been a calling.

One of the greatest joys of staying in this

journey for four decades has been teaching
across generations. I have taught pupils in
my early years, and years later, I have had the
privilege of teaching their children. It is a
joy that makes me feel like a “grandmother
teacher”—watching families grow and being
entrusted with shaping the next generation.
On reflection, how did I manage to be
a happy teacher these past four decades?
I embraced the chaos, cherished small
moments and understood that every child,
whether a teenager, or a tiny tot has unique
needs and is a story waiting to unfold. I am
fortunate to be part of not just one story,
but sometimes an entire family’s story across

generations.



My journey after TMHS

Mrs Francina Jodhi

Teaching and working with young adults has
been the great adventure of my life. It has
taken me across countries and communities,
introduced me to new worlds and taught me
to look at life through different lens.

I began this adventure in Singapore in
1987, fresh from completing my Diploma
in Education. My first posting was to Tuan
Mong High School, where I taught History
and English Language to students from
Secondary One through to Secondary Five.
It was here that I witnessed the strength
and perseverance of young people and this
experience has left a lasting impression on
me.

I was also fortunate to work alongside
wonderfully supportive colleagues who,

over time, have become close and cherished

mEA WERE [¥ALF]

triends. While the staff and students were
predominantly Mandarin-speaking, I was
never made to feel out of place. The sense

of inclusion inspired two colleagues and me,

Mrs Francina Jodhi
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all non-Mandarin speakers, to step beyond
our comfort zones and attend evening
conversational Mandarin classes held at the

National Institute of Education.

New chapters after Tuan Mong High
In 1990, I joined Anderson Secondary
School and went on to spend nine deeply
enjoyable and unforgettable years teaching
History and English Language. A few years
into my journey, I was appointed Discipline
Mistress and Head of Pupil Welfare. I was
fortunate to work alongside highly capable
and experienced leaders who motivated
me at every step. The students were lively,
enthusiastic and diligent, filling the corridors
and classrooms with energy. Some of my

fondest memories were made outside the

classroom - on field trips and community
involvement activities to neighbouring
countries such as Malaysia and Thailand,
where learning extended well beyond the
classroom walls and came with laughter and
the occasional reminder that education is as
much about shared experiences as it is about
lessons learned.

After Anderson Secondary School, I
entered a new chapter in my teaching
career. I was appointed Vice-Principal of
St. Stephen’s School and a few years later,
Ahmad Ibrahim Primary School.

St. Stephen’s was a whole new experience
for me. After many years teaching in
secondary schools, I began a new chapter in
an all-boys primary school. Having spent

my career working with teenagers and as a



mother of four girls, this was a totally new
adventure for me! The boys brought their
own brand of curiosity, spontaneity, and
humour. Their precociousness and boundless
energy made for a very lively school
environment. I learnt that sometimes, the
best learning happens when things are a little

noisy, a bit messy and full of fun.

Meaningful and enriching experience
in Australia

When I moved to Australia, I stepped into
new places and new challenges, gaining new
perspectives and a sense of courage along the
way. Lilydale High School brought me lively
classrooms filled with constant chatter and
challenging questions as I engaged young

energetic learners in English and Geography.

mEAN WxE [5BEF]

Volunteering as an English Language
teacher with the Asylum Seeker Resource
Centre reminded me how education can
be a lifeline for those rebuilding their lives
in a new country. My work with Oxfam
Australia kept me connected to fairness and
social justice in a real, everyday way and the
importance of giving everyone a chance to be
heard.

One of the most special chapters in my
journey took place at Worawa Aboriginal
College in Healesville, Victoria, where I
worked as a Boarding Supervisor and teacher
for seven years, guiding young First Nations
women as they embraced their identity,
celebrated their culture, explored leadership
and discovered their strengths. They taught

me so much about courage and resilience.
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Most recently, I had the opportunity of
serving as the Fremantle Fellow at Ormond
College, University of Melbourne. The role
focussed on supporting Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander young adults (graduates and
undergraduates) with their academic journey,
personal growth, well-being, connection to
the college community and pathways into the
world. It was rewarding to walk with them as
they stepped into the next stage of their lives.

Working with the First Nations people in
Australia has been a deeply meaningful and
enriching experience for me. Gaining insight
into the world’s oldest continuous living
culture has broadened my understanding
of history, connection to Country and
importance of community. Working closely

with First Nations communities reinforced

the importance of listening first and valuing
knowledge and traditions that have been
passed down through generations. Those
lessons built naturally on the respect
for cultural difference I grew up with in
Singapore and deepened my understanding
of how honouring one culture helps us work
more thoughtfully and respectfully with all
cultures.

Throughout my journey, I continued to
learn. My training in youth work, mental
health first aid and trauma-informed care
helped build the skills that were necessary for

my work with young adults.

Education is a two-way journey
I am grateful for the recognition I have

received along the way, including the



National Day Efficiency Medal in Singapore,
and the privilege of representing Australia
as a teacher chaperone at the ANZAC Day
Dawn Service in Gallipoli, Turkey.

Looking back, I see a journey that was
never quite conventional, but always deeply
tulfilling. Education has taken me to
unexpected places and introduced me to
remarkable young people who have shaped
my life as much as I hope I have shaped
theirs. I have thoroughly enjoyed every
chapter, from classrooms and boarding
houses to college corridors and community
spaces. While the settings may change,
my connection to young people remains
constant. I feel fortunate to continue walking
this path, and still curious, still learning, and

still finding great joy in supporting young

mEAN WxE [5BEF]

people as they discover who they are — and
occasionally reminding myself that I too am

still learning.
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I joined TMHS following my eldest brother

Seah Bian Ping ( 1G5 )

My years at Tuan Mong High School hold
many special memories, even though it was
not one of my first few choices of secondary
school. I joined because my eldest brother
was already studying there in the Chinese
stream, but since we were in different
morning and afternoon sessions, we seldom
met.

Being in the English stream, I had many
non-Chinese classmates — Malays, Indians,
Sikhs and even international students from
Japan, Indonesia, Taiwan and Malaysia —
which made school life diverse and enriching.
Our batch was a fully English-stream
cohort, so all our teachers had to switch from
Mandarin to English teaching, which we

found strange at first as many spoke with a
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Teochew accent. As an ex-educator myself
and reflecting on this now, it took so much of
their perseverance and hard work!

I also joined the Chinese Orchestra as my
CCA, just like my brother, which gave me
the chance to perform on stage and created
some of my best school memories. Though
our teachers taught us in English, their strict
and firm teachings of respect and discipline
in class were still unforgettable till today.

I remember Mdm Su, my Sec 1 Biology
teacher, who would pinch our waists if we
torgot our books, and my Geography teacher
who always climbed onto the chairs to open
the windows, reminding us that “nothing is
free except air.”

Miss Wong Lin, my energetic form teacher

who taught me English and Literature in
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From left: Ms Wong Lin, Seah Bian Ping (818G ),
Ms Gan Bee Yong, Mrs Jayasree Nair.
Credit: Seah Bian Ping
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Years later, | was also a teacher teaching in Temasek
Polytechnic. I attended one of my students' graduation.
Credit: Seah Bian Ping.

my upper secondary years, also
introduced netball (a new sport
in the school then) to us and
encouraged us to form teams
to compete. The sport taught
us teamwork and perseverance.
Our class emerged as champion
and I remembered that day was
8 August 1988 (a day before
our National Day celebrations), a
special day filled with sweet
memories.

Miss Gan Bee Yong, my
Chemistry teacher, showed great
kindness when we cheekily splashed flour
and water on her during Teachers’ Day and
she only smiled at us. I have never seen her

get angry in class. Mr Chan Chow Huat,

our form teacher and Math teacher, was
so knowledgeable that he could solve any
question we asked and answers were always at
his fingertips — we nicknamed him “Ah Log”
because he loved to emphasise “logarithms”
with funny actions and we still call him “Ah
Log” till today. He was never angry with us.
I still remember his wise words “whatever
goes up will come down one day”; this is so
true in everything we do.

Mr Billy Tay, who taught Buddhist Studies
despite being a Christian, explained so clearly
that his lessons sparked my lifelong interest
in Buddhism. And Mr Lim, my Physics
teacher, was always patient and sincere in his
teaching.

Studying in TMHS was never dull — we

witnessed “gangsters” bringing “urine” to Fort



Canning Hill for fights and had PE lessons
at Fort Canning Hill! Mr Pang was the
discipline master whom every student feared.
When he walked the ground with his “stick”,
students would walk away from him and
behave! Every year, we would also gather at
the front gallery of the building to watch “live”
Thaipusam performance, and be amazed
by the little guard house where our security
family lived.

I owe a deep sense of gratitude to all
my teachers, especially Mr Chan, Miss
Wong Lin and Miss Gan Bee Yong, whose
knowledge, patience and kindness shaped me
into who I am today. Thank you, teachers — 1
sincerely wish you good health and happiness

always.

Our teachers are friendly. For
example, some of the ex-students
bringing Chinese New Year festive
cheer to Ms Wong Lin. (2" left).
Credit: Wong Lin
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I would have done it all over again

Andrew Teoh Kee Beng ( 5KicHH )

For a boy of 13, entering the school for the
first time was a daunting task. The high
arch of the side gates, barricaded by a heavy
iron-cast gate, with so many unfamiliar
faces certainly adds to the intimidation. The
architecture is unmistakably Chinese, only
to be reinforced once again
when the school anthem was
sung. Admittedly, Tuan Mong
High School was not my first
choice, in fact it was not any
of my choices. Naturally, I
was disappointed. With the
benefit of hindsight, I was
richer for the experience and
I would have done it all over

again. It made me who I am;

Andrew Teoh (5" right of middle row) with Ms Wong Lin (6" right of front N
row), Seah Bian Ping (5" right of front row) and other classmates (1985). 1t made me more resilient;
Credit: Andrew Teoh

it taught me humility and

respect, and so this is why I wrote this long-
overdue appreciation article.

I entered TMHS in 1985, and if my
memory serves me right, it was the first
time in the history of the school that they
admitted students who took Malay or Tamil
as a second language. I was one of those
students. It was also perhaps the first time,
all subjects were taught in English. For a
Chinese school, this was a huge transition as
most of the teachers had taught in Chinese
up until then. I can only imagine now the
struggles our educators had back then as a
result of this change. And yet, as brash young
teens, we sometimes snigger when they
fumble with some difficult English words. As
a 53 year old now, and often on my Duolingo,
I can now relate to the struggles they had to

teach in a different language. For what they



Andrew Teoh at one of his overseas trip.
Credit: Andrew Teoh

lack in the language, they were, however,
passionate about teaching. Their proficiency
in Maths and the Sciences is unquestionable;
they were strict disciplinarians; they taught
us the value of respect; and while moving
with modern times, they also kept us rooted
in the Chinese culture. Many of the school
students today would have benefited from

this kind of discipline.

Malay as a second language

I am of Chinese ethnicity, but I took Malay
as a second language. I was also a Malaysian
back then, but took an oath to be a
Singaporean only this year. I was in no way
marginalised for being either a non-local or
not being proficient in the Chinese language.

In fact, I was put in certain leadership roles
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in my class as well as my CCAs. The school
had also transitioned well, having hired a
Malay teacher, got in a Malay stall vendor
that operated in the canteen. It was a popular
stall; the testimony of which is from the
snaking queues at every recess time.

I express my profound appreciation to all
the teachers who have taught me. You have
been a beacon in my life. Your resilience and

your adaptability have indeed shaped my life.
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Lessons that stayed longer than textbooks

Eu Kwang Chin ( i)

I graduated from Tuan Mong High School
in 1990. Back then, I was told that I was
the only student in recent years to achieve
distinctions in all eight GCE “O” Level
subjects. During my years in school, I served
as Head Prefect, Class Monitor, Captain of
the Table Tennis Team, an NCC leader, and
Chairperson of the Chinese Calligraphy
Society. In my final year, I was also honoured
to be named a model student of the school.
Looking back, those four years at Tuan
Mong remain the most formative period
of my life. They shaped the person I have
become today — a father of four, a Senior
Military Commander (National Service)
who was awarded the President’s Medal of
Commendation, a leader in the workplace,
and a volunteer serving various organisations

and communities in Singapore.

The school motto, #j /i % -E — Diligence,
Prudence, Honesty and Integrity — has
remained deeply rooted in my heart. Its
values have guided me throughout my life.
Without the nurturing and grounding years
I spent at Tuan Mong High School, my life
might well have taken a very different path.

It was also in Tuan Mong that I met my
wife, Tan Hui Mien. Today, after 25 years of
marriage, we remain happily together. In fact,
another couple from our cohort, Weiting and
Junxiong, are still among our closest friends,
and we occasionally gather for a round of
golf.

For the past 35 years, Weiting, Junxiong,
Hui Mien and I, together with several former
classmates, have continued a tradition of
visiting our teacher, Ms Ho Yew Har, on the

second day of every Chinese New Year. We



[

catch up on one another’s lives, reminisce
about old times, and even enjoy a few rounds
of card games together.

Over the decades, we have watched one

another journey far beyond the classrooms

The author (front row second from right) and schoolmates visited Ms Ho Yew Har
(front row forth from right) during Chinese New Year (2026).
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of Tuan Mong — building careers, raising
children, and growing older together. Yet

the memories of our school days have never

faded.

Reconnecting with people, reconnecting
lives

Sometimes my daughters ask why we
remain so close to our teachers. To them, it
is difficult to understand. The educational
landscape today is very different; teacher-
student relationships have become more
professional and transactional. In our time,
however, teachers were much more than
instructors. They cared for us like parents. We
were fortunate to be guided by teachers who
not only emphasised academic excellence, but

who also devoted themselves to nurturing
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The author (standing behind the youngest child) and
schoolmates visited Ms Wong Lin (third left).

character and values — respect
tor elders, honesty, hard work and
compassion. Those lessons have
stayed with us far longer than
anything found in textbooks.
Over the years, many of us
have gradually lost touch with our
former teachers. Thankfully, the
Tuan Mong Alumni has helped
to reconnect us. Through alumni
gatherings and shared meals, I
have once again met teachers
who profoundly shaped my life — Madam
Chia, Madam Lau, Ms Gan, Ms Wong Lin,
% )" 4 %5 , and many others. Every reunion
brings back cherished memories, even as
we continue to share our life journeys and
remain connected as part of the larger Tuan

Mong family.

I am deeply grateful to the alumni
members who have persevered over the
decades to keep the 120-year Tuan Mong
Spirit alive. Through these efforts, I have
also come to know seniors from earlier
generations of the school. They are people 1
never had the chance to meet as a student,
but with whom I now share a strong sense of
kinship. They create opportunities for former
students to reconnect with one another,
and to show appreciation and respect to the
teachers who once guided us.

I sincerely wish this Tuan Mong family
spirit will go on. May we never forget
how fortunate we were to be part of this
community, and we will continue passing
the values and gratitude instilled in us by the

nurturing teachers who once shaped our lives.



My 5 years of academic journey in TMHS

Poh Chek Tang ( {HPERR )

During the days at Tuan Mong High
from 1990 to 1994
Back in my academic days when I was just
a normal stream student enrolling into
Tuan Mong High School, I was an average
student who would do things that were
only necessary. During my first year in Tuan
Mong High, I came up in 2™ position in
the class with the best in History subject.
In that same year, my batch was known as
the noisiest class where I can recall seeing
our Math Teacher rushing down from the
platform to chase students back to their seats.
I had no problem settling down and hardly
talked to anyone as it was a new environment
for me.

In the 2™ year of the class, I came up in 3"

position in the class and once again obtained
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a certificate for best in History. But from
Secondary 3 to Secondary 5, I felt immense
pressure acting on me. I could not keep up
with the teacher’s pace but still persevered
throughout the remaining academic years. I
was selected to be a Prefect and took up the
position with honour and pride. It was during
my 3“ Year in Tuan Mong High where I met
a strict and stern Math Teacher, Mr Pang.
The glare of his eyes and booming sound of
his voice still sends a chilling look to this
day. However, I must thank Mr Pang for
his strict teaching methods that eventually
guided and helped me to pass my “N”- Level
examinations with a B3 in Mathematics.

A memorable experience I experienced
during my years in Tuan Mong High was

when I was selected to attend the Part C
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Memorable moment of Tuan Mong High School Speech
Day 1993

Poh Chek Tang ( f&2#5 )

236

N &

=8 %

NCO Course during my NCC days. I was
thrilled to attend at first, having initial
thoughts of having the opportunity to “Tekan”
young recruits. Unfortunately, after obtaining
the Sergeant role, I ended up being “Tekan”
by my senior as I was the last batch of
intakes, despite holding the rank of Sergeant,
Sigh...

Another memorable moment of my
school life that I considered to be madness
was the day of my “O” — Level History
Exam in the school hall. At the very last
moment, I reported in the exam hall with
my head shaved “Botak”. My reason was that
I felt it would give me an instant release of
pressure and could help me to pour out every
single historical detail that I have studied

throughout my sessions of burning the

midnight oil. Alas, I only obtained a “C6” for
History.

As a student of the last batch of Tuan
Mong High School, I felt grateful to have
been able to make long-lasting memories
and experiences. I would like to extend my
sincere gratitude to all the teachers who have
guided and supported my journey throughout
the secondary school years. Without their
continuous encouragement, I would not be
the person I am today. I still feel a tinge of
sadness seeing that our school’s history has
come to a close. Deep down, I hoped our
school’s lineage could have ended with a

grand celebration before we graduated.



Post-Tuan Mong High School journey
review: A reflection

As I looked back on my journey after
completing my education at Tuan Mong
High School, I realise how much growth,
learning, and self-discovery I went through
as a student. What started as a step into the
unknown has gradually become a path that
has shaped who I am today.

Academically, the transition from
secondary two to secondary three was both
challenging and enlightening. I was pushed
out of my comfort zone, forced to adapt to
new learning environments, stricter schedules,
and higher expectations. There were moments
of doubt, frustration, and even failure, but
also triumphs, breakthroughs, and a deeper

understanding of my capabilities. I've come
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to appreciate the value of self-discipline, time
management, and resilience more than ever.
Personally, this journey has taught
me the importance of self-awareness
and independence. Leaving the familiar
environment of Tuan Mong High meant I
had to take full responsibility for my own
choices — both good and bad. I faced setbacks,
made mistakes, and questioned my life path
more than once. But each time I reflected, I
found the strength to push forward and learn
from those experiences I encountered.
Socially, I met people from diverse
backgrounds, made friendships, and learned
how to connect, communicate, and grow with
others. I've become more open-minded and

empathetic — qualities I know will serve me

for life.
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Years later, | attended my son's graduation ceremony
(2025). Credit: Poh Chek Tang.

Above all, my post-secondary journey has
been one of growth and transition — from
a student trying to figure things out to an
individual with a clearer sense of purpose and
direction. There is still much to learn, many
goals to pursue’ and more challenges ahead,
but I now face them with a stronger mindset
and greater confidence.

This chapter was not always easy, but it

was undoubtedly worth it.
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From the Editors

=

The disappearance of a school does not mean
it is truly gone.

Since Tuan Mong High School ceased
operations in 1995, the school bell no longer
rings. Yet the bonds within the Tuan Mong
community, the play of light and shadow in
its classrooms, and the figures once standing
before the blackboard have quietly deepened
with time. The publication of this book, Tuan
Mong People, Tuan Mong Spirit — Like
Timely Rain and Gentle Wind in Retrospect
(120" Anniversary Commemorative Edition),
is a collective act of reflection and a silent call
to gather memories, allowing long-settled
emotions to find their voice again.

This commemorative special edition
brings together writings from alumni,
teachers, family members and friends who

have long supported Tuan Mong. Different

eras, different roles and different life paths
converge here to form a shared current. Some
recount the naivety and fervour of youth;
others recall the dedication and steadfastness
of their teaching years; some look back
candidly on past grievances, choosing
through their writing to understand and let
go; while others, between the lines, reveal a
heartfelt attachment to the school.
Particularly moving are the teachers
who once taught at Tuan Mong. Even after
moving to other schools or far beyond these
shores, they have continued to uphold their
passion for education, carrying that spirit
forward into different classrooms. Tuan
Mong is not merely a physical place, but an
educational conviction deeply ingrained in
their hearts, flowing quietly through their

lives.



We also see alumni revisiting the past with
profound sincerity. Some memories are far
from perfect, even tinged with regret and
conflict, yet it is precisely for this reason that
these writings ring all the more precious.
Time teaches us understanding, compassion
and the ability to let go. Through their
writing, they give the “Tuan Mong spirit” a
deeper resonance.

'This book traces the school’s founding and
documents the alumni association’s efforts to
uphold the spirit of the alma mater. Bridging
these two eras, it captures the warmth and
depth shaped by its people. We hope it will
offer both the chronological narrative of
Tuan Mong’s history and the intimate details
of daily life; both the imprint of the times
and the personal echoes of its people. We

hope that, as readers turn its pages, they will

not only learn about the school’s past but also
feel an emotional connection that transcends
time.

“Timely rain and gentle wind” nourish
all things quietly; looking back, it continues
the spirit of reflection found in Cultivating
Values, Nurturing Generations (Tuan Mong
115 Commemorative Edition). Tuan Mong
may now be part of history, but the spirit
embodied by its people endures. It exists in
the memories of generations and in the trail
they continue to tread.

We dedicate this book to all those who
have crossed paths with Tuan Mong.

May these memories endure and these

bonds remain.
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