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A brief history of Tuan Mong High School

A brief history of Tuan Mong High School
—Goh Ngan Hong (R EZ38)

Tuan Mong School was founded on 1 October 1906 by 28 people from Chaozhou
(Teochew), China. The School was set up to meet the educational needs of the
children of Chinese immigrants. It was one of the first new style public schools, that
replaced the traditional private schools. The total enroiment of the School when
it was first set up was 68 pupils with a team of staff comprising 2 teachers and an
honorary Principal, Mr Tan Hoon Chew.

When the School first started, the students were taught in Teochew dialect.

Following similar system in China, it took 9 years to complete a primary school

education i.e. 5 years of elementary primary school, followed by 4 years of

_ advanced primary school. In 19217, the school system was changed to 7 years i.e.

; ; 4 years of elementary primary school and 3 years of advanced primary school.
; ' In 1918, teaching in Mandarin (Putonghua) was officially started, beginning with
"National Language" (Chinese) subject only and gradually followed by other

Tuan Mong School once had a large sports
field leased from the Land Office at the old
railway station site opposite the School at the
foot of the Fort Canning Hill from March 1934
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A brief history of Tuan Mong High School

7045J_:ruan Mong.indd 2 o

subjects. In 1924, the school system changed to 6 years i.e. 4 years of elementary
primary school and 2 years of advanced primary school. In 1937, except English
classes, Mandarin was used in the teaching of all subjects. In 1955, the secondary
school section was set up and the School was renamed "Tuan Mong High School".
In 1958, Tuan Mong High School started the Advanced Secondary School
(otherwise known as Pre-University) classes and became a comprehensive
school offering primary, secondary and advanced secondary school education.
Beginning in 1969, the subjects of science and mathematics of Primary One,
Secondary One, Advanced Secondary One switched to English textbooks and
were taught in English.

When it was founded in 1906, the School site was temporarily on lease at 52 Hill
Street. In 1913, the Board of Directors of the School decided to raise funds for the
purchase of a new school building because the owner of the premises had asked
forarentincrease. The Board purchased a new school building at 13, Clarke Quay
and the School moved into the new premises in July 1913. In November 19217, the
Board of Directors decided to look for a larger campus in view of the growing
number of students and the school building not having adequate space for the
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A brief history of Tuan Mong High School

increased usage. In December 1917, the Board decided to sell the old school
building and purchase a new school building and carried out its refurbishment. In
May 1918, the School moved into the new site of 97 Tank Road.

In 1924, a branch of Tuan Mong School was established at rented premises
near North Bridge Road. It moved to 33 Minto Road in 1926. This branch school
continued until 1967 when the Government acquired the school premises for
housing development. It had a history of 43 years.

The Japanese invasion of Singapore in December 1941 put a stop to the School's
activities for almost 4 years. Normal lessons were resumed only in October 1945. Mr
Lim Kok Chan was appointed as the Principal for the main school. It was with deep
regret that he passed away in July 1949. In June 1950, Mr Tan Keng Cheow was
appointed as the Principal.

When the School was set up in 1906, the colonial government of Singapore
adopted a laissez-faire attitude towards Chinese schools without querying about
school administration and without granting financial aid to schools. Funding
was the biggest headache of the School and teachers had also taken pay
cuts to improve the financial situation of the School. Since 1909, many Teochew
merchants actively donated generously to provide annual funding so that the
School could continue to develop. In 1946, the colonial government announced
the "Singapore 10-Year Education Plan", under which the School also received a
partial government subsidy.

In May 1933, Ngee Ann Kongsi donated $6,000 to the School, which was the
beginning of its regular donation towards the School funds. Many of the directors
of the Ngee Ann Kongsi also served on the Board of Directors of the School. The
Board of Directors of Tuan Mong believed that if the School administration was
incorporated into the management of Ngee Ann Kongsi, it would be able to do
more with less. Ngee Ann Kongsi's Board of Directors strongly agreed. In June 1953,

22
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A brief history of Tuan Mong High School

the Ngee Ann Kongsi took over the management of the School. In January 1957,
the school received a full government subsidy to become a government-aided
secondary school and it would no longer have to worry about its funding.

In 1955, with the addition of a site of eight shophouses acquired by Teochew
Poit Ip Huay Kuan, extension work to the main school premises started. On
completion in 1962, the new school building has an assembly hall, a canteen
and 55 classrooms. However, 20 classrooms in the left wing of the building was
occupied by the Ngee Ann College (which became Ngee Ann Polytechnic) for
five years before it shifted to its new campus at Clementi Road.

In August 1961, the School Management Committee, with the approval of the
Ministry of Education, appointed Mr Yang Wee Chyun as the Vice-Principal as the
total student population grew to more than 2,000.

On 1 September 1965, Mr Kwok Hen Ching was appointed Principal by the School
Management Committee. He retired at the end of 1983. It was with deep regret
that he passed away on 8 June 1984.

The years 1970 - 1980 were eventful ones for the School. Students at the Primary,
Secondary and Pre-University levels won a number of awards in various
competitions, both at National and Inter-school levels.

Unfortunately, after 1972, as a result of urban renewal, residents nearby the
School moved to HDB flats in new towns and the number of students in the School
decreased year by year. Also because of the change in education policy, more
students chose to attend English schools.

With the intake of 4 classes of Secondary One English Stream studentsin 1980, Tuan
Mong was converted from a traditional Chinese school to an integrated school.

23
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A brief history of Tuan Mong High School

Owing to the government's policy that pre-university education was to be held
only in junior colleges, 1980 also saw the last batch of pre-university students for
the School.

In 1982, there were only three classes with 66 students in the Primary School section.
The students were then assigned to other schools by the Ministry of Education.
In 1983, the 77-year-old Primary School section was closed due to inadequate
enrollment, while the Secondary School section continued with its classes.

Mr Kang Ser Par assumed duty as Vice-Principal of the school on 1 October 1980,
following the transfer of the former Vice-Principal Mr Yang Wee Chyun to another
school by the Ministry of Education.

On 1 January 1984, Mr Chen Siew Yui was appointed as the Principal of the School
by the Ministry of Education at the recommendation of the School Management
Committee. Mr Chen implemented many measures to improve the school's
administration and academic performance after he joined the school in 1984. As
part of the improvement to the school facilities, the library was air-conditioned
and a new basketball court was constructed in October 1984. Results of the
pupils' academic performance and discipline greatly improved over the years.
An atmosphere of "Strive for the Best" could be found amongst the staff and the

pupils.

As most of the pupils came from families of low-income groups, their parents were
non-English educated. This initially contributed to the pupils' poor standard of
English. The School therefore implemented many measures such as scrap-book
practice, 20 minute-daily reading period, setting up a language laboratory,
etc. With the implementation of these measures, English results, especially at the
'‘O' Level, greatly improved.

24

70945J_Tuan Mong.indd 24

8/9/21 4:26 PM



A brief history of Tuan Mong High School

On 31 December 1994, with a shortage of students, Tuan Mong High School
accomplished its historic mission, which lasted 88 years. With the closure of the
Schoolin 1994, many teachers were redeployed to other schools to continue with
their mission in educating the next generation of leaders in Singapore.

Tuan Mong High School is a well-known Chinese school that pays attention to
both students' character and academic excellence. Tuan Meng also pays
attention to students' sports activities. It once had a large sports field leased from
the Land Office at the old railway station site opposite the School at the foot
of the Fort Canning Hill from March 1934. Because of this favorable condition,
students' sports performance was superior. Around 1940, the government
reclaimed more than half of the sports field and turned it into parks and the new
Clemenceau Road. In 1964, the Government reclaimed most of the remaining
sites and converted the carpark into a basketball court, which was less than
one-tenth of the area at the time of its initial construction. In mid-1981, a row
of old shophouses between the right side of the School building and Chettiar
Temple was demolished and the site was turned into a new sports field.

At the encouragement and under the influence of principals and teachers, Tuan
Mong students' calligraphy became well-known. Calligraphy and the name of
the School have always been closely linked.

Tuan Mong has successfully educated and trained many pioneer talents for
Singapore, who have served and contributed significantly in their various
specialised fields including politics, culture, education and business sectors.

In order to preserve and continue the good heritage of the School, many alumni of
different graduating cohorts came together to establish Tuan Mong High School
Alumni Association in 1996.
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Interview with Mr Billy Tay

—Edmund Lau Chee Hoa (F#:E)

Foreword

What a bright shiny day on 16
December 2020! | was on my
way to visit my well-respected
teacher, Mr Billy Tay with my
fellow Tuan Mong alumni
members. Upon arrival at
his residence in Woodlands,
we were greeted with much
hospitality and flavourful food
galore!

Mr Tay and family

During my interview with Mr Tay,
| can feel that he has so much Early Teaching days with Tuan Mong High School

fond memories interacting
with his students and the Before teaching in Tuan Mong High School, Mr Tay was teaching in

opportunity of working with his a village Chinese Primary school at Geylang Serai for a few years.
fellow colleagues. He has seen During his tenure at the village Chinese Primary school, he was
many cohorts of students who told that there was a vacancy in Tuan Mong High School, as they
grew from boys to men and needed a secondary school English language teacher. He took the
girls to ladies! opportunity as that was his ambition to teach in a secondary school.

He recalled that he was interviewed by a senior teacher, Mr Martin

Chen and the school acting principal, Mr Wong Hork Kun. He was
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so grateful to be given the opportunity to teach in Tuan Mong High
School and his first teaching assignment was to teach secondary
one and secondary two students in 1964.

Mr Tay had spent a total of 34 years in the education sector, and
he often missed those memorable interaction opportunities with
colleagues and students. He was sharing that all the academic and
non-academic staff were very cooperative, and they often see
each other at the school canteen.

Best memories of Tuan Mong High School

Mr Tay has so much fond memories of serving under the following
three school principals during his teaching tenure with Tuan Mong
High School.

1) Mr Wong Hork Kun
2) Mr Kwok Hen Ching
3) Mr Chen Siew Yui

He was very appreciative to have the teaching support from his
fellow academic colleagues and non-academic staff. He has
specifically mentioned how much appreciation he had for the non-
academic staff of constantly ensuring that hot Chinese tea was
sufficiently replenished in the staff room for the consumption for all
teachers at any particular time.

Mr Tay was sharing that Ngee Ann Kongsi committee members and
directors had organised many staff activities and celebration events
for his fellow colleagues to attend. These activities had enhanced the

school management atmosphere and promote the spirit of Esprit-de-
corps among the school management and school staff.

He was very impressed with the preservation effort of the tradition
of the school culture by our Tuan Mong Alumni Association for so
many years. He remembered during our annual anniversary dinner,
there were Chinese traditional instrumental music and singing
activities, dragon and lion dance performances, art and calligraphy
appreciation sessions.
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Tuan Mong Badminton School Team: Published in 1988 Tuan Mong High School Magazine on page 86

It was also very memorable for him to meet
with different cohorts of students when they
make frequent visits to our school campus
to speak to him and other teaching
colleagues. It was a great gesture of those
students that had returned to school to
inform him about their whereabouts and
how they were coping with their studies
in other higher learning institutions after
leaving Tuan Mong High School. Mr Tay
was so delighted to know that many of his
students have done well in their respective
field of work in the government services,
commercial business and academic world.

Teaching Students Then and Now

Mr Tay was sharing that in the early years,
the students do not have any computers
or internet access, but now the students
are more IT savvy. They now have smart
handphones, laptop and computers to
access Internet to obtain information. They
don't have to depend on teachers if they
want to know anything but, in the past,
students do not have all these gadgets to
help them and they depend more on the
teachers, the library books and doresearch
work in the library.
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Conclusion

It was a heart-warming moment for me to meet with Mr Billy Tay
once again after leaving Tuan Mong High School for so many years.
He was not just a teacher to me, but a great badminton mentor in
providing pastoral care to me and our team of badminton school
players. Throughout my four years of secondary education, it was
a privileged to have the opportunity to represent Tuan Mong High
Schoolinvariousinter-school badminton competitions with my fellow
badminton team players as shown in the following memorable
team photo.

| also wanted to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to
Mr Tay for nominating me to participate in a Singapore schools’
selection badminton training camp organised by Singapore
Badminton Association. Selected trainees were trained under a
renowned China coach for a few months in Singapore Badminton
Hall at Guillemard Road; and subsequently, | was fortunate to be
invited to further my training under Mr Wong Shoon Keat.

Mr Tay was inspirational throughout my secondary school
educational journey. The values that he had taught me had laid a
strong foundationin my latteryears of tertiary education, community
service and professional career pursuance.

Given my current job as a teacher, | hope to continue influencing
allmy learners in my class with the values that Mr Tay had taught me
and to bring the best out of every individual learner. Thank you so
much for your teaching, Mr Tay!

Please scan

QR Code to
watch teacher's
interview video
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Interview with Ms Wong Lin
—Edmund Lau Chee Hoa (=)

Foreword

Happy Birthday to Ms Wong Lin!l!
What a coincidence to have
interviewed my much-respected
secondary school teacher on 13
March 2021, which happened
to be on her birthday week! Our
committee members had specially
brought a birthday cake, a bottle
of wine and sang exultantly to wish
her good health, wealth and to
stay youthful.

Although it was a rainy day, the
smiles and friendliness of Ms Wong
have casted away the gloominess
of the weather. Ms Wong was
enthusiastically sharing her fond memories in interacting with her
fellow teachers and engaging with various cohorts of students.

Early Teaching days with Tuan Mong High School

Ms Wong was sharing that teaching in Tuan Mong High School
was her first job out of her university education which formed her
teaching foundation. She missed the camaraderie among the

teachers and the students.
She has established a strong
bond with her secondary four
and secondary five students
and they are still staying in
contact with each other.

Ms Wong was sharing that
there were six young teachers
(including her) who were
posted to Tuan Mong High
School at the same time. They
were strangers to each other
and gradually they became
very good friends till today.

Credit: Ms Wong Lin

On her first day of class and being an idedlistic teacher coming
in fresh and hoping to make a difference in education, it was a
tough time in the beginning. She was recounting her first teaching
experience being aform-teacher of asecondary five normal-stream
class which turned out to be a cultural shock and a very stressful
moment for her. To her dismay, on the first day of class, some of
the secondary five students who were in their 17 or 18 years of age
towering over her and spoke to her in a minacious tone that they
came to attend classes just to play basketball and to defer National
Service.

She then shared her encounter with the other five new young
teachers, and she noticed that they were also in the same 'boat
trying to manoeuvre and be very practical in their teaching
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methodologies, while meeting the demanding pedagogical
content knowledge.

All of the six young teachers were trying to pivot themselves right to
make their lessons relevant to the students. They became very close
friends even till today and they tried to meet once a year or oncein
every six months! The other five young teachers are namely:

1) Mrs Francina Jodhi
2) Ms Gan Bee Yong

3) Ms Ho Yew Har

4) Mrs Jayasree Nair

5) Mrs Mary Gilbert and

Group photo in front of Tuan Mong High School. Credit: Ms Wong Lin

Ms Wong was also very grateful to the senior teachers who were
in their 40s and mainly Chinese educated. She remembered Mdm
Chia (§f#%:4:&JH) who was one of the senior teachers and a very
good table tennis player, too. The senior teachers were very kind in
giving teaching advice and helping the younger teachers settled
down easily.

She recalled that during break-time, there were some mini-cooking
sessions among the teachers. As the school enrolment was dwindling
fromthe early 90's, there were more interaction opportunities among
the teachers. Despite of the age and language gap among the
teachers, they have grown into a very close-knitted community.

Best memories of Tuan Mong High School

Ms Wong was assigned to teach in Tuan Mong High School after
completing her training at Institute of Education. She was a
conscientious teacher, and she always reports to school around
6:45am on every workday, although school sessions start at 7:30am.
She recounted that the SBS bus driver was so kind to drive her to
our school main entrance, instead of letting her alight at a bus stop
which is quite a distance from the school.

She shared that it was always a rowdy event during Thaipusam
season, many teachers will proceed to the school balcony to watch
the procession. The teachers can almost touch the procession
parade items from the balcony given the proximity.

She further shared that some students cracked a common joke
by saying that our school compound is situated in the middle of a
Holiness church on the left and a sacred Hindu temple on the right
that symbolised 'the Heavens'.
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There were many heart-warming moments about some of the
activities that she had with the students. Ms Wong has highlighted
the importance of bringing a mixed of Chinese, Malay and Indian
students together and involved them in certain fun activities.
Whenever she felt that the students became a bit demoralised,
she will organise some events to get them involved and raise the
excitement among those students.

She had organised inter-class talent competition, putting together
a dance segment and the whole class took part in the "remaking”
of the "Grease" movie. The whole class paired everything together
and they choreographed the dance, and they even decided on
the costumes. By allowing the students to put all these acts together
can revitalise their sense of pride, regain their learning confidence
and getting that class spirit together once again.

Ms Wong was mentioning about Ming Shan (graduated in 1988)
who became an accomplished artist now. She had once brought
Ming Shan and friends to visit an Art gallery and that trip had inspired
Ming Shan to become an Artist. She added that she should have
brought them to a Court room for a hearing session instead; then
Ming Shan could be a lawyer today!

She advocated that every teacher must show a certain amount
of care and concern for the students and in return, the parents of
those students will show appreciation for these kind gestures.

Teaching Students Then and Now

Ms Wong shared that students nowadays got alot more distractions
and exposure from internet and other social media compared to
earlier batch of students. Besides teaching, teachers nowadays
probably must coach and facilitate a bit more and to be able to
listen to differing opinions from each student as well. She further
elaborated that teachers must try to instil certain guidelines on
values and critical thinking skills to students.

She thinks that the teenagers of today are the same for those who
were in 20 or 50 years ago. They were not quite sure of things and
trying to find a place in life by experimenting and exploring during
their teenage years. We just want to make sure that we can get a
peek of their curiosity about things that are of their interest.

If we can find the sweet spot that resonate with their interest,
students would then want to learn more and explore more on their
own. From then on, itis up to them to further branch out in their area
of interest and further contribute to their community of practices.
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Students nowadays have more pathways in their career search and
what they studied eventually may not be what they will contribute
to their future career. The earlier student cohorts were experiencing
only 1G internet connection speed and student nowadays have
the luxury of 5G internet connection speed. Therefore, students are
able to access and download more globally shared information.

Conclusion
“The days are long, but the years are short”.

This pithy sentence by Gretchen Rubin, a writer and former lawyer,
entered my mind as much as | wanted to recollect my memories of
Ms Wong's teaching for many surreal years. Although Rubin used
these words to express her joy of parenting, | would reckon that
many of us can share the broader meaning of this sentence.

It was an emotional meeting with my secondary school teacher,
Ms Wong who had taught me in the subject of literature. She was a
charismatic teacher that shows kindness, empathy and intelligence
in bridging gaps and building relationship among her peers and
students.

Ms Wong has highlighted the importance of continued friendship
with her former colleagues and students, which resonate with the
following article which | have written and published in our school
magazine (original form) in 1988 about “Friendship”.

o, H -
#@f? Friendship
(5
o
<, We count the days that come
/' We meet the whole year round
How are you my friends
You have to tell me now.
We take things as they come
We seem to dream in reality.

What we cherish more

Is our acquaintance that's all
We confess our feelings

As we treasure our studies.
When time passes by

There are memories to rewind,
We share something special
We go through weal and woe
A jovial friend like you

I will remember thee.

We march the whole day long
We camp with laughter and tears

Mot a cloud in the sky
Edmund Lau Chee Hoa //é
.’

But friendships in my eye.
Published in 1988 Tuan Mong High School Magazine in page 109

Ms Wong's approach of engaging her students with passion has
much positive influence on my teaching style as a lecturer with
various international universities. | hope to inculcate the positive
energy in my every lecture and bring the best out of every learnerin
my class. Thank you so much for your teaching, Ms Wong!

Please scan

QR Code to
watch teacher's
interview video

(=]
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Teaching Students Then and Now

“Teachers today need to keep up with ICT (Information and
communications technology) tools. Due to the shorter attention
span of students, teachers often use a variety of tools or activities
within a lesson to keep students engaged.

Students today seem more entitled. Motivated students are able
to produce impressive work with the helpo of their teachers and
internet. However, many students today have more distractions n
their emotions are greatly invested in social media thus affecting
their outlook n performance. Fewer students also see the need for
formal education.

Students today are blessed to have multiple pathways to achieve
their goals. It just requires perseverance. There are many success
stories for alternate pathways.”

Commented by Mrs Mary Gilbert in March 2021

"Many students then though not having the advantage of the
multiple array of ICT tools & gadgets available today to aid learning,
were resourceful and diligent in seeking knowledge and were self-
directed learners. They were not afraid to ask and try uncharted
territories. The above mindset has led to quite a number of success
stories of students from Tuan Mong."

Commented by Ms Gan Bee Yong in March 2021
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"Today's teachers are not just disseminators of knowledge. For that,
we have Google butrather teachers now are facilitators of learning.
Nowadays, students look more to teachers for social, emotional

support rather than for mere content knowledge."

Commented by Mrs Jayasree Nair in March 2021

"Students do speak up onissues they believe in. Thisis a characteristic
of the Z generation.

They will give their 100% to do the things that interest them and they
are passionate about.

Compared to the past, students do things because they know they
have to do, whether it is interesting or not. Compliant?

Also, the present lot of students seems to be more sensitive to
remarks by teachers or their friends and therefore we have to be
careful how we bring things across."

Commented by Ms Ho Yew Har in March 2021
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Cultivating values, nurturing generations
—Lee Kok Leong (Z=E#2)

Introduction

At the end of 1994, Tuan Mong High School sent off its last batch of
students, ending its 88-year-long educational mission. The current
Tuan Mong High School Alumni Association was officially established
on May 28, 1996 arising from the school closure. It remains active
for 20 over years now, hosting seminars, calligraphy classes, school
anniversary celebrations and visiting senior activity centres, among
others. The scenes of a thousand teachers and alumni gathering
are not uncommon.

"Cultivating values, nurturing generations” - To our dedicated
teachers with love

Despite the severe Covid-19 pandemic situation, a group of our
alumni, spanning between 40 and 70 over years old, came together
for about 2 years to plan, interview teachers, and research into the
school's legacy. The relentless effort are edited into a published
book "Cultivating values, nurturing generations” (& IE B EX)
and e-media to express our gratitude to our dedicated teachers.
These are the harvests with love solely produced by ex-students of
Tuan Mong except for the typesetting and printing portions.

The surrounding is our classroom

Tuan Mong was founded on 1 October 1906 as a Chinese school.
There were only a school principal, two teachers and 60 students
back then. During its heyday in the 1970s, the primary and

secondary sections had a total of more than 2,000 students. In the
1980s when Singapore's education was undergoing major revamp,
it was transformed into a national stream school with English as its
first language. As the resident population in the city declined, the
Ngee Ann Kongsi decided to establish a new school (Ngee Ann
Secondary School) in Tampines New Town.

For Tuan Mong students, learning did not only come from the school
itself. Fort Canning Hill and its surrounding are our classroom, allowing
us to bring those knowledge from books to real life.

Harmony and tolerance: At the bottom of the hill along Tank
Road, the Hindu Temple (Sri Thendayuthapani Temple) built by the
Indian Chattier and the Catholic Church (Church of the Sacred
Heart) funded by Chinese donors are still standing on solid ground.
Sandwiched between the two century's old religious sites is a unique
Chinese building which is a fusion of both the Teochew and Western
architectural styles. It is where Tuan Mong High School was situated.
For more than a hundred years, this place has withessed social
harmony and mutual tolerance among all races and religions. We
witnessed the Thaipusam procession year in, year out.

Indian security: The security who worked for this traditional Chinese
school for many years was a fellow Indian, Mohamed Hussain. Since
the end of World War Il, his family had been living in the school
compound until the day of its closure. His granddaughter, Julaiha,
shared her gratitude through an article "Tuan Mong High School My
Home" captured in the Singapore Memory Project.

The major mass transportation route: Tank Road is named after
the train of which the railway terminal in front of the school was
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completed in 1903. The railway joining Singapore and Malaysia
was the main means of transportation for many decades. Indeed,
the trains had facilitated the close relationship among people
between Singapore and the Federation. Today, the CTE and the
MRT Northeast Line are built underneath and continue to play a
significant role as they did a century ago.

The origin of Singapore history: The Fort Canning Hill is the birthplace
of Singapore history. 700 years ago, Prince Sang Nila Utama
established the ruling centre on this "Forbidden Hill". Excavation in
the 20th century found ancient porcelain, glass beads and Kara
gold ornaments substantiated the glory of ancient Singapura.

The economic lifeblood: In the early 19th century, the British revived
the ancient port of Singapore, promoting free trade and laying the
foundation of modern Singapore. The Raffles House, the flagpole,
the lighthouse and the time ball on the Fort Canning Hill facing the
sea had taught us that the mouth of the Singapore River was the
starting point of our maritime trade. The Singapore River is always
a lifeline for Singaporean from supporting the economy and daily
living in the past, to providing fresh water for urban living today.

Hall of arts and culture: The National Theatre was jointly funded by
the government and the public. It signified a strong cohesiveness
during the nation building years. It was an important venue for
promoting arts and culture since its opening before Singapore's
merger with Malaysia. The National Theatre organised calligraphy,
painting and photography exhibitions during the day, and cultural
shows at night. Tuan Mong students used to sit on the hillside to watch
free live performances by Teochew opera star Ms Yao Xuangjiu, the

North Korean Art Troupe, the Hong Kong and China performances,
among others.

Founding Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew cast his sacred vote in Tuan
Mong

May 30, 1959 was a memorable day when the general election
for full internal self-government of Singapore was held. All 51
seats in the Legislative Assembly were elected by the people for
the first time. It marked a new journey towards independence for
Singapore.

Tuan Mong High Schoolwas one of the polling stationsin the district of
River Valley. Early in the morning, voters lined up outside the school,
ready to cast their sacred votes for the first elected government.
Opposition MP and Tanjong Pagar district candidate Mr Lee Kuan
Yew also queued up to cast his vote. After this election, he became
the Prime Minister of Singapore.

Mr Lee's home, 38 Oxley Road, is just behind Tuan Mong, which is less
than a 10-minute walk to the polling station.

Tuan Mong teachers' calligraphy

Calligraphy is in the DNA of Tuan Mong, thanks to the Vice-Principal
Mr Yang Wee Chyun and teacher Mr Chang Kwang Wee.

The late Mr Yang Wee Chyun was comfortable with all styles of
Chinese calligraphy. When Singapore decided to adopt simplified
Chinese, he specially wrote the simplified characters for the

171

70945J_Tuan Mong.indd 171

8/9/21 4:26 PM



~F

p

students to practise. If you are passing by Kreta Ayer, you may want
to take alook at Mr Yang's calligraphy inscribed board "Chinatown
Complex", which is located at the entrance of the complex facing
the Buddha's Tooth Temple. It has already been captured by the
lens of many visitors.

In 2011, the 25th anniversary of the Singapore Federation of Chinese
Clan Associations (SFCCA) was celebrated with a plagque inscribed
with the words "Harmony and Co-operation” in Chinese presented
by the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew, former Senior Minister. The plagque
is now hanging over the entrance lobby of SFCCA. The words on
the plaque were written by Mr Chang Kwang Wee. Mr Chang s still
conducting calligraphy classes for the general public.

Tuan Mong teachers' paintings on display at the National Gallery of
Singapore

The National Gallery's DBS Singapore Gallery features the works of
four Tuan Mong teachers.

Mr Tchang Ju Chi was a first-generation Chinese artist. He was
a painter, cartoonist, writer, activist and intellectual leader in
Singapore before the Second World War. He is probably one of the
first artists who painted "Nanyang colour" as early as the 1920s. He
was killed during the Japanese Occupation of Singapore in 1942.

Mr Chen Chong Swee was another pioneer of Nanyang art.
Although he had a good grounding in oil painting, he was most at
ease with painting in Chinese ink and colour as well as in Western
water colours. His oil paintings often captured Malay kampungs and
Malay women as his subjects. Mr Chen advocated that Chinese

ink painting must incorporate Western painting techniques in
expressing modern life, and the use of English or Malay poetry to
reach out to more audience for Chinese ink painting.

Mr Gog Sing Hooi was one of the pioneer watercolour artists whose
artistic talents and dedication to the medium placed them in
mentoring roles amongst younger local artists participating in the
Sunday Group during the 1940s — 60s. They eventually helped found
the Singapore Watercolour Society in 1969. Mr Gog served as the
inaugural Chairman of the society.

For over 50 years, Mr Ho Yee Ping performed watercolour painting
during weekends when he was holding a day teaching job in Tuan
Mong. When he was studying at the Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts, he became close friends with Georgette Chen although he
had never attended her classes. After graduation, he used to ride
around in Chen's beetle car to make sketches of local scenes.

Members of Parliament

There are four Tuan Mong alumni who have served as Members of
Parliament: Mr Yeo Toon Chia, Mr Goh Choon Kang, Mr Seng Han
Thong and Mr Sam Tan, who together have been MPs for about 80
years, serving in four single-member constituencies and three GRCs.

In late September 1996, Deputy Prime Minister Brigadier General
Lee Hsien Loong introduced the new candidate, Mr Seng Han
Thong, saying that the younger generation of candidates with a
Chinese language background could be selected from graduates
of Catholic High, Hwa Chong and Tuan Mong.
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Olympic personalities

Our alumni Mr Tan Howe Liang is a weightlifter and won the first
Singapore Olympic Games medalin 1960.

Half a century later, Singapore hosted the inaugural Youth Olympic
Games (YOG) established by the International Olympic Committee.
The event was held in 2010 which wrote a new chapter in the history
of local sports. Mr Ng Ser Miang, a Tuan Mong alumni, served as
chairman of the YOG Organising Committee.

NASA spacecraft engineer

Tuan Mong alumni Dr Allan Lee, a NASA spacecraft engineer,
spent 25 years working on the Cassini/Huygens mission to Saturn
and Titan. He has also supported other interplanetary missions
including the Galileo Jupiter mission scheduled to travel to Jupiter
in 2022. Dr Lee has never forgotten his mentors and classmates.
He caught up with them whenever he returned to Singapore.

Tham Luang Cave, Thailand: The high-risk search and rescue mission

On June 23, 2018, 12 "Wild Boars" football team teenage players
and their coach were stranded in the Tham Luang Cave due to
heavy rains. Hundreds of volunteers from all over the world joined in
the rescue effort.

Mr Poh Kok Wee , a Tuan Mong alumni, took the initiative to contact
the military and join the international rescue team. He put aside all
his business, paid for everything, and risked his life with a five-member
professional climbing team hired by his company to participate in

the rescue operation. His team was mainly responsible for checking
other holes that could lead to the stranded site. He also served as
an interpreter for the international rescue team. After 18 days of
struggle, all the missing boys and their coach were finally rescued.
As Mr Poh said, he is only a small candle, but the light brings hope
to others.

Summary

Tuan Mong is not a prestigious elite school. Most of the students
came from ordinary families. The former students learnt from the
pool of devoted and caring teachers as well as the unparalleled
geographical environment. They are contributing to society in their
respective fields.
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Edmund Lau Chee Hoa (35#52)

Class of 4A, 1988 Graduate
https://tinyurl. com/edmund-lau-chee-hoa

He graduated in 1988 after four years of secondary school
education with Tuan Mong High School. He is working as
an associate lecturer with various local and international
educational institutions for more than 20 years.

He is a strong advocate for lifelong learning and has possessed
three Master degrees obtained from University College London,
Singapore University of Social Sciences and Oklahoma City
University. His Bachelor degree in Information Systems was
obtained from Curtin University of Technology.
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